Old Blue helps take vital supplies to
4000 ramilies hit by Typhoon Haiyan

Typhoon Havan may have dropped fromthe headlines
since it hit the Philippines last Novembser, but the crisis
caused by the mos tdevastating stormm of the year con-
tinues with 14 million peocple displaced and over 6,000
dead — and an Old Blue has bean at the torefront of
the government's relief efforts. lames Callender (2005)
writes from on board HMS |lustrious:

We have just completed delivering the last of our
Humanitarian Aid Relief to the people of the Philippine
izlands most severely affected by Typhoon Haivan.

[ joined the Boyal Mavy in Aprl 2000, and was assigned o
HME [lustrioyus as the Chemical Biological Radiological
Muclear Ddamage Control Officer. My jobon-board is twolold:
the first part consists of driving the ship as an Officer ol the
wWatch on the Bridgeand the other part involves conducting
exencizes such as sistaining simulated hattle damage. fires,
lopds and chemical threats, as well as future planning.

A coupleolweeks ago whilst HMS Hlustrious was cond uct-
ing counter-piracy operations off the coast of Somalia, Prime
Minister David Cameron redices ted us to the Philippines.

We were tasked with assisting the international aid effor

of providing humanitaran relief, suchas food, water and
shelter vo the people ol the Philippines in the wake of
Typhoon Haivan.

Typhoon Haiyan was the largest typhoon onrecond ever 1o
make landfall and we have seen widespread damage across
the Philippines region as a result of the wind speed reaching
uptogsmph and 3oft storm surges. As well as the larger

towng and cities, the typhoon affected many smaller remote
villages, leaving a large number homeless, without food,
water and having lost their livelihoods suchas fishing boats
0T Crops.

Since taking on supplies in singapore, including over half of
all the rice stocks available (w00 tong), HMES Hugtrious has
been able o deliver these crucial supplies using Merlin, Sea



King and Army Lynx belicopters. The helicopiers, as well as
carrying medics and engineers ashore, can also carry upto
two tonnes of fopd and materiak in a large bag underneatho

With other nations already concentrating on the main city
al Taclohan, HMS Mustrious has been able to makea mone
individual contribution by delivering food and supplies to
numerous remote islands. The Ship’s Company have also
been ashore to helprebuild schools, roads, engines and

boats Since our arrival on 25 November 2013 the Ship has
directly helped over 30040 local Filipino families in this wawy

Ome of the major priorities has been to help rebuild the
communities: many villages have had roofs destroyed

and buidings Nooded. Members of the Ships Company
were sent ashore in smallgroups to rebuild moofs and

clear pathways toensune that the schoolks, such as Bito-an
Elementary Schoaol, can continue educating the children.
Omnee the children were hack in school, the parents coukd
then begin work on rebuilding their homes and livelihoods.
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HMS Hustrious has landed approximately 4o0tonnes of aid
per day to families and villages on localislands, with food
bags to feed a family for two weeks. Tools and equipment
ranging from tarpauling to chaingaws have also been landed
0 help the local people mend and rebuild theirhomes.

Although there was the obvious and unavoidahle
dizappointment that HME Musirions would not return
home in time for Christmas after being re-tasked, we all
realized the valuahle contribution we have made during
our time here We have also been extremely well supporied
by family, Fiends and the British public hack home, which
really makes a difference.

Although not everyone has managed to get ashore 1o assist
directly in delivering aid. it has taken a concerted and
camefully coprdinated team effort to provide continuous
asgistance Everyone has hada part to play;: from the stores
teams working round the clock o prepare the reliel cmates,
theaircraft engineers who would work tirelessly throughout



the night toensure all aincaft were ready Tor the next day
and, of course, the ships watch-keepers including engineers,
chefs and navigation personnel, who notonly got us to the
Philippines in the first place but have also kept her running
and safe whilst here.

[Fyou want to know maore, you Can visit us an wianas
RoyvalNavw mod uk, follow us on Twitter finHMS ustriops
or join the BN Facebook page forall of our up-to-date news
andany informationon the Boyal Mawy

Energy renewal in
the Philippines

By Robin Scanlon (2008)

left RBCSin 2008, and have just graduated from Durhan
with a Mastersin Engineering. Currenthy, | am on ayear
long Engineers Without Borders (EWE) placement in the
Philippinesworking todesign and imstall renewable energy
systems in rural areas.

Chiefly thanks to the wonderful “sixth Form Special
programme, [ left Blue Coat with a wish to tavel the workd
and help people less fortunate than mysell Onesession
made a particularly big impact on me. [t was delivered by a
former Blue Coat student who had gone on o work for the
intemational aid charity, Medicing Sans Frontiénes. Over
the course of that hour, the direction of my lifewas decided:
[ wanted to work in international relief and development
That ingpiration led me o study engineering at Durham
University and eventually led me to whene [ am now - an

a year-long placement in the Philippines on renewable
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Hoshin demonstrates his #ngine sring skflls in the Phlipgsines

energy projects for a local woo called Sibol ng Agham at
Teknolohiya (s1BAT).

After receiving the offerin April, therewas training in June,
and less than two weeks after | wason a plane 1o the other
side of the word! Writing this now, Ldon't really know what

[ was expecting but 'm not sure it's possible to prepare
vourself for Manila. It is truly an azsault onthe senses. It is
hot, it 5 humid, it & naoisy, it & polluted. it is crowded and it is
dazzling. Thereareso many quirks to the place its impossible
1o list them all. You sweat all morning and then it pours

with min at 3pm. Bus horns and muffler-less motorbikes
willdeafen vou at any hour. Yoo will eat foods that wou can't



even imagine - semi-developed duck
egn anyone? How about deep-fried
chicken intestine* It all adkk up o the
szense that yvou don't wisit Manila, you
ex perience L1t is allvery enjoyahle.
The people are faniastically friendly,
and given the places history asan
Americancolony. mostly speak English
- probahbly the maost disturhing thing is
that everyone wants to talk about the
mowal hahy! [ had noidea that people
=0 far away paid such close attention to
things like that!

sigaT isa small but fantastic organ-
istion concentrating on improving
life for those whao live inimpoverished
rural commuinities. A large part

of steaTs work 5 on sustainahble
agriculture — working to remaove
farmers’ reliance on expensive
pesticidesfertilizers that reduce yields
inthe long run. The otherside of smaT
izall about renewableenergy, whichis
whene [ oome in.s1eathas around 30
renewableenergy projecis currently
operating. mest of whichare hydno-
electric projects that provide eleciric
lighting and crop milling to remote
mauntain villages beyond the reach of
public services. | recently visited three
of these sites, after a ten-hour jungle
trek! It was amazing to see the impact
that the projects had had on the people
inthese villages. One of the most
interesting things | have ever heard
was that since thelights arrived. the
classsizes at the school had dropped
somewhat dramatically. Why was this*
Were people no longersending their
chikdren to school? Mo, since the lights
came the villagers had maore todo in
theevening and nowhaveother ways
o emertain themselwes'!

The project Lam currently working

on isquite a big one We willbe
working to provide clean water to over
3.000 people in a place called Looc. A
comhbination of solar and wind power
will be uzed to pump water outofa
well up a hilland intpa large storage
tank From the storage tank, the water
will enter a distribution system, which
will take water to peoples doorsteps
{all 7o0 of them) sothey don't have
towalk 1o the well to fetch water. We
will alkko be constructing a series of
“Bin Sand Water Filters” 50 people can
hawe access to clean potablewater
too | have 1o dezign the filters and
tanks, and willalso be project manager
when it comes o actually digging and
laying the concrete and pipes. The
aim iz to finish Fhaze One belone July,
when L have to return to Blighty. Then,
another EWE volunteer will come out
to asgist with Phase Two. To ensure the
longterm success of the project, pan
ofthe process is¢reating and fraining
a "People’s Organization’, which will
oversee the maintenance and upkeep
into the future [tis all very daunting,
butcertainly very exciting oo

EWE- LUK rely on donations to

fund sending voung engineers 1o
developing countries. Theaim is
tocreate a generation of inspined

and capable engineers whocan go

on o have careers in international
development and makea difference
to the workd. Fyou would like 1o
donate to EW B you can do so via:
hitps: ! imydonate.btoomfundraisers/
rohininthephilippines

[T yon would like to keep up 1o date
follow me on my blog robininthe
philippineswaordpress.com

News of
Old Blues

Ronakd Badoock (19g42) wrote that he was
delighted o see our artlcle on the late
Keith Durbidge, puplk-teacherduring
histime asascholaship bovat the
school in Bath Road. He re e be red
MrWFW King | Head master ). Chris
Way who taught French, Les Hunter
(History and Gepgraphy ) and DalDer
Minms whe taught Arithmetic, Algebra
and Geometry. "He had a hab it of o ross-
ing his hands in fromt of himself when
chastisinga pupll foranerrorn, with

the waords “0h! wou boeby!™ Tnmiz
Ronald completed 40 veans” service with
Barclays Banl He k& proud of the fact
thathesopred the first wo for the Old
Bhies Cricket Chub in the wsos. Both his
fatherand brother were alsopuplls. He
wiondered about the bhae coats warn by
twopupllsin a photegraph in gur last
Issue. Theyare, Infact, nowadays worn
anly for sy mballc reasons bysenior
prefects atmalor Schoal functons.

Paul Bennett {1g75) 5 still a regular
correspondent, working with P&O
hasedin Dover. He recently i ped
Intpan RECs partyas it wascmssing the
Channelen route froms a skl Trip

Jarmes Browwn | 2008) completed a four-
vear business degree at Portsmguth
University with placementyear{2:u) and
ngw waorks In Parls fior Nissan.

Jeremy (ley) Bumows{1979) enjoyed his
visltroReunion Day 2m2and 15 Head of

Alrcraft Dperationsat Virgin Atlantic

M att hew Cowley (1990) contactedus
aftercelebrating hisgoth birthdayinSao
Pauly, Brazil where he isworkingasa
finandlal journalistand ls married with
twochildren

HelenaDavies| 2009 graduated with
firstclass honoursin Blekgy from the
University of Manchester in Julyand
began a Ph inthe School ofEarth,
Atmpspheric and Environmental
Sclences there In Seprember, special-
Ising in planit-based research. She has
already had several pleces ofreseanch
published During heryear ofindus-
trialexperience she worked inthe
Conservationand Resean h de partment
atthe Matlonal Botank Garden of Wales
INBGW ) working on field and labora-
tory based projects. She wmte Tam so
excived o get started with my PhD and
whaoleheartedly thank gecs for the



farmastic Biology department and staff1
was taught by who definitely paved the
way for me!”

Katy Emerson {200) achleved a first In
her SportsSclence degree at Portsmouth
and now hasa job ona superyacht
ownedbya wealthy Russian andls off
10 the Maldives over the winmer

Rob Emerson (2003) unferiunately broke
hizlega monthinmo hisski season but
isnow enjoying hisfirstyearatBath
Universiyg

oy Fleld {vgg7) travelled all the way
from Oftawa In Canada with hiswife
Cella for the reunlon day. It washisfirst
visitsince the wyos. He hasnow retired
from a busy career, which began with
waork for 1 s He presemted some photos
of S hool plays tothe archivesand remd-
nisced aboutplaying Graclang in Mrs
Way's prioduct kon of The Meahant o
Verice in w56 in Sprmings Pearson Hall.

Richard Fletcher {w77) contlmes 1o
warkin IT securlty and, with hiswife
Mary, 15 a me mbe rof commminitysamba
drumming band Beatroots, which
performed atEton Domeyduring the
Olymiples.

William ‘Bill Fletcher {wg) islivingona
smallbolding atSlapton Sands in Devon
with his artlstpartner, Fran

Chrstopher Gil bert (182 at tended
the Open Morning in April, and is now
self-emiployed having lefithe R AF afrer
ATy Years service.

Mick Harrks (1978 ) responding toan
earlier newsletter, Jolned a companya
few yearsafrer kaving school whichis
now part of the big French ikt d-na-
thonal, Veola. Mick joined as marketing
directorand subsequenthy became
general manager ofits laboratory
praschi tsd belslon. Married with three
5015, he lscumenmlyliving near High
Wi gmibe.

Echward Fry (183 Isteaching English at
Epsom College in Surrey.
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Rob Hards{2oun) has just finlshed

his final vearar the Universivy of
Birmingham where he gained a first
classdegree in Computer S¢lence He
Is currently working for H20 Farm, a
hydropenic farming company utilis-
ing hisuniversityfinal yvear project:a
ot ol system

Edward Hicks{2009) isworking on his

DPhilin Histery at 5t Anne’s College,
Drcord and was work ing for the History

e v cenine for Geolodgy #
It wras opena dla s thee Walsh #

ychetlengyy has opendd in th
g by T berenasclicates uin |

of Parllament project in London over the
SUTImEr vacation.

Richard Higgs{2000) graduated at
Southam pron before beginning an
MEcin PhysigtherapyatKing's College,
London (kcL L As well as pursuing his
academic career helsalso part ofthe
kL elite athlere squad and a highly
sucoesstul competitor in Long Distance
Triathlens, inwhich he swimsa gruel-
ling L2 md, followed by oycling 56 mi

Loy e thee Bagk Sl
rrart WTRE
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and a s omil run He tralns 25 or more
hoursa week In May he raced at the
Irgmmsan 75 Mallomca and was kth
{3~ 18-24 ) and first for Britaln In June
he was thirdat the UK champ knships
In Exmeeor, qualify ing for the Inmman
703 Workd Champlenshipsin Lasvegas
InSeptember at which he wasranked
wthinthe s8-24 category. He Is keen
1o promete The benefits of exenclse roalll
He now alms 10 achieve a time below
2h5oat the Brighten Marat hon in prepa-
ration for his firstfull distance Ironman
in 2005 and will be competing inthe
London Triat hlon and the Challenge UK
half, Weymouth (where he & alming for
gold in hisage group).

Anat King {2o05) 1510 be congratulated
on winning the 2013 David Peatson
Memorial Travel Award, which enahled
he to spend several monthsunder
taking voluntary vererinary workin
Zamblaand Zimbalwe.

John Kingston | ©53) wasat the reun-
lon day andremembered being the
voungest boarder at the School's first
dayat Holme Patk on Jamiary .,
147, Headmaster Bernand Inge's 44th
birthday.

Mick Malaperiman {1p84) has beenin
Vancouver for 16 years now. He spent
seven yearsal EA Sportsdesigningand
marketing the Fiea Foothall game, then
seven yearsat Nokla running games
marketing. He then launched a game
development studloin China before
starting hisown company, Chunky Pig
Marketing. which has just been sold
He'd love to meet meore Ol Blues and
can be found en LinkedIn.

#

Brian Martin {150) isadistinguished
Mew Zealand usinessman and author
whawrate InabouthisSchoal days His
mse T ke s were Insplred by an ark e in
which he salkd the Schools metie, Truth
conquersall,” had been hizlifelong
Insplraton. He reme mbered his form
master Maurice BEdebkton (whowas a
former Englandfoothall captaing saying
that he and another pupllwouldnewer

be outstanding acadennically, nit would
abways dowell, asthey ahways did thelr
best. That year I won the contlmims
effort prize and that was the only prize

I really everwanted afrer that. Thave
strived allof oy Hfe 1o fmprove mivse oo
be the best 1 can be, 1oc reate gur stand-
ing results, throwgh oy ¢ gonmn i tome ot
and effort.

That irsplation enabled Brian to rise 1o
chief executive inthe Asia-Pacific reglon
af Levi-Sraussand of German company
Triumph Imernational. Afrertaking
early retirement aged 49 he hastaught
keadership andcommunication e over
0,000 business execur ivesall gver the
Asla-Pacific region.

In 2000 he recelved the 21T Century
award for achlevementin recegnition of
outstanding achlevementsin the field
afhisiness. His boo ks include Wia's

In Charge af Vo L2 Oudinary Peopls
Doving Erinzondinary Things and fgnde
Sweeese In2oi2 Brian recelved 1w

awands forexemplary servioes 1o Japan-
Mew Zealandrelations

Jeremvy Monk {2008) was awanded

first class honoursat Loughborough
University lastsummerand Is now
workingwith an expanding engineering
firm InGermany.

Robert ' Bob' Pk {1964 ) chose a frees-
ing Emipire Dayin May 1o call inafter 50
vears - all the way from Australla.He
took his Hupin catering at Reading Tech.
{as i then was), 1ook

the Ev "passage” and
emigrated to Australia,
spending four and a half
vearsworking inthe
ldyllic surroundings
ofthe Cocos {Keeling)
Islands in the Tndlan
Oocean. Here the Clunies-
R familywere vimu-
ally granted feudal
overkrdship by Queen
Vicroria untl they werne
‘boughtout Iy the
Australlan Government
wo decades ago. He was
thenemployed byalarge
gold mining enterprise
In Papua MewGuinea,
alsp asaseniorcatering
manager. He 15 now
married and living in
Brshane

Eclwmred Reeve (2003) 15
now wellintohis gap
vearas Organ Scholar
afsallsburyCathedral.
wWeekly dutles inchide

playing the organ for Cathedral services,
conducting the cholrand training the
choristers, a5 well as reachingsinging
technkyue and music theory. December
seesthe Cathedrals buskest time of the
vear, withservices marking Advent
and Christmas bringing thousands of
visltors o the Carhedral Future plans
Inchade a cholt tour 10 France,as well
assoloplangand grganrechals inthe
Cathedral. In October 2014, Bdward will
be going to Queens” College, Cambridge,
o read mnssic as Drgan Scholar. Futune
engagements include: Sunday 26
Jamiary, 2004 at 445 pme Organ featal
i 51 Pl s Catfeedral, Lomdon: Satunday
15 March 2014 at 230pme Basthovens
Savand Plano Coneaito with the Aldworth
Fhilharmoenic Onchestra atthe School:
Sunday 1B May, 2004 8 ypi Piam
ReclfalatsallsturyCathedral and

Waed nesday 18 June, 2014 aT750 pm:
Organ Recffal at 5allsbury Cathedral

Keith Roostan {1974) last vished Schoal
inJune 2003 with hiswife 5onja forthe
Ol Bhues Reunden Day Tea: Fabulos
afterneen, the highlightmeeting Peter
Flrebrace |34 Form Masterfa-70! 1.
Jennifer Rosanm {200) graduated from
the Univershiyvef Bathwitha ga {Hons)
Modern Languages and Eurgpean
Studles {French and abidia Ttallan)
withaza.

Tom Rosenthal {2006) isflourishing
asanacroricomedian. He hasbeen




filming fora third serles of Channel

4% Freiday Night Dirrerandappeared at
the Edinburgh Festival last summser.
Ty 2series Pleks in which he plays
Marcus, was named Best Mew Comedy
Programmme at the 2003 British Comedy
Awards.

Ben Ruddle (2009 Since graduating
from Jesus College, Duxford in Economics
and Management, Ben has been living in
Cubalworking as astrategy consultant
with Cliver Wy man. Although based in
Cubal, he hasbeen fortunare enough o
also work withcllents InSaudl Aabla,
Cratar and Ghana Olhverwymananrea
global managementcorsulting firm

He & working asaconsultant in their
financial servkces pract ke, helping solve
strategic problems for their clients,
whaare all manner of financlal service
providersas wellas financial regulators
and central hanks.

Simon Soott (pen) called inwith his
wife from Vancouver right atthe end
afthe summer term andwas keen 1o
visitthe COT Department, a51he old
Wondworkteaching area had initdally
Inspired his Imterest Inand declslon to
take uparchitecture professionalhy.

Echarard Sinclair {1ga2), 15 a former acror
and now writer, married totwice BAFTA-
winningactress, Olivia Colman {Revand
Peep St whio he met atCambridge
They lHve In Londen with thelrtwo sons.

Mark Stradling {1972), now running his
own company in Singapore, recounted
hismemories ofboarding during the
earhy wyos and enclosed some Tnteest-
ing photographsof contemporaries.

Rob Tarry (200 1) soored the top mark
natlgnally ofall candidareswho stod-
led A Level Religlous Studies{aka
Philpsephy and Ethics) withwaec {the
wWelsh exam boeard) in 2m 5 Robert
receved 397 vms martksoutof 400, He
Iscurrentlystudy ing Phiksophyand
TheglpgyatDurham

Josh Thom | 2009 1510 be congrat ulated
afver he rerurned In Seprember afrer
three monthsworking with disahled
athletesin Burkina Faso. The maln effort
of the leng-running preject, which is
erganized by the development charty
Imernational Service, 1s o workwith
HIv+people, using sport a5 a ool 1o
educate and integrate them, as well as
eradicating stigmas associated with

the disease withincommunities. Josh's
fund-raising efferts for the trip included
an exhausting 24-hoursof non-stop
exerclse.

Lan W hite {178) 15 selfem plowed
following many wearswith McAlpines,
married with three children and still
playing rughy for hislecal cluh

Roger (1goh) and Liz Wiggett (1g08) had
a babyboynamed George at 455am on
Movember L He welghed in at 8l oz
and isdoing well

RIP

With our symipathies to thelr families
and friends, we record with sadness
the pa=ing of the following ©ld Blues.

Ben Danks{zo06) tragically diedin acar
acckdent In Durban, South Africaon 2u
April.Hewas making hisway home after
atrendinga friendswedding. A lorry
Jumnped traffic lights and struck the vehi-
ckein whihBenwastravelling. Afrer

R BCE, Benwent on 1o study Architectune
at Manchester Universioy. Be achleved

a first classdegree and then jeined his
father, Reger, at Danks Badnell, hisfirm
afarchitectsin Windsor. Ben wasa keen
cyclistand enthuslast o travellerwho
had visited Mongolia, partsof Africa and
Vietnam He & survived by his parents,
Annand Reger, and hissister, Becky.

GeongeWW Dunster {(1998), died In 2o0 3 at
Beacher Hall, the Schoals forme r hame
in Bath Road, Reading. His father and
uncle{Harry) were legendsintheir ime
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because thelr tmely interve nlon saved
the School from closure in wagb-7.

Roger Hunt (mg4). His widow now lves
in Readingwith Jonathan Hunt {1996

Jehin Freded ck (F recldie) D avey Miller
Bk (35) died on 31 Jamiary 2003 aged
g2 On leaving S5chool, Freddie joined
the Reading Trustee Savings Bank and
remainedwith the Trustee Savings Bank
mvement all hs working life. when he
retited be was Deputy ChiefExecut ve
of the Trustee Savings Bank Group
hefore it was absorbedinte Liowvds. He
was appalmed soes for hisservioes 1o
banking. Freddie was a member of the
Aldworth Lodge of Freemasons andfor

many years he was Treasurer

Pauil M Stome (weag) died in April afrer
sufiering from a long-termn {lIness. The
funeral service washeld at Reading
Cremarorium

ArthurWwarrell (w30 died aged 98on g
February, 200 5. A wiseand long-stand-
ing memberof the Old Blues Commnittee,
he wasthe Presklentof the Assoecdatlon
In 1972, He was Head Boy In 1929 and
was extremely prowd of the Schooel and
hisasseclations with it and wasat the
OpenDay in 22 The funeral wasin
Wokingham in February.

Denls Woodley (1gg0) died at the end of
2012 He had been living in Abingdon
andwas aregular attender at eventsand
always spoke very proudlyaboutheing
an Ok Blue.

Denls Youles {152 ) died In April 2oy
Although be was a pupll forenlya short
time be miade a name for himselfon
thecricketfield wecs Classlosveacher,
cricket coachand renowned ot haller
andsulseqguent BBC broadcaster,
Maurice Edelston, wrote Inthe g2
Aldeariiian: vouLes: A“find*thk
season. Bowk kefr arm round andmakes
the hall mowe inthe alr and off the
ground He has bowled exceptionally
well Likesto make runsguickly andcan
strike the ball hard.

News of
former staff

Brigad ler Maurice Sheen {1978-91) has
been working as Senlor Mermor 1o the

Afghan Army in Kabul.He hasbeen
hasedar the new “Sandhurst in the Sand

—amiltary academy, which opened in
o ber for 270 recalts who willheon
the fromt line against the Taliban. Built
andruan for the nextdecade with E75m
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af Britlsh money, 1he schonl Is Britalns
anhy miltary commltmenthbeyond
niext yeat when Mato combat operations
endl The 1880 Battle of Mahwvand. which
is commenmorated by the uge lonin
Readings Forbury Park, isincludedin
the currkuhim.In the hattle, anarmy of
Afghansdefeated twobrgades of British
and Indian treeps, Including men from
the &6th (Berkshire) Regiment of Foot.
Tenyears after leaving Holme Park as
Dlodegy techniclan, Mrs Susan Morris
{184 - 2003) sends a progress report
from her home in Woodley: Afrerbeing
takenan by John Allen Istapedforig
happyyears at Recs and worked with
three other heads of the Blologydepart-
et 1 still enjoying retiremem with
miy lshand. This yearwe celebrated
theardvalof purfist greatgrandaugh-
ter, Ellke, a few week s before our soth
weddinganniversary. A huge family
party wasa happy compensation when
miy lishands bealth upset our planned
annivesary crulse.”

Holme Park
at the movies

Currently appearng at The Mill at
Sonning isactor Michael Howe whao
played Unman in the film Linman,
Wittering and Ziga which wias fil med
at Holdme Park in 1971,

The thriller takes its name from the
three lasi called surnames on a schoal
register. It starred David Hemmings as
a new school teacher whao fears for his
lifewhen helearns that the previous
teacher was killed by his pupils

The film opens with this particular
teachers point of wiew as he iz hurled
aff the clifl. Michael recalled that the
camemm was wrapped in a protective
foam jacket resembling a huge ball
andof course pushed off the cliff

to give his pointof view. Michael
wrote that as Unman he “hada wery
embarmssing scene involving my
Latin verbs..." After filming at REcs
the cazsi relocated 1o Llandudno and
Anglesey. Michaels latest film Frlf
Cirele is ghortly due for release in
Europe.

Other productions flmed at the
Schoaol include an epizode of specior
Morse in wd7, in which Momse is
assigned a case of a runaway teenager

School history published

TRUTH
CONQUERS ALL

A NIETORY OF BEADRG BLLE COIAT SOTERH
Finik vam Wi

EHIEI :!-#"Illlk'-l-cl

School archivist Peter van Went's

historyof Blue Coat, Truth Conguers

All, has now been published andis
avail able for £6.99 from Amazon or
at School Rece ption.

from =chool, and suspecis that the
girls been munrdered; Gowl! { 2005]). in
which santiago Mufiez iz a foothaller
who gets scouted and transfemed

to Neweastle United. and The Hade
{200m), in which four teenagers ata
Britizh private schoolsecretly uncover
and explore the depths of a zealed
undemground holecreated decades
hefore az a bomb shelter.

Premier
tree felled

The School's celebrated Wellingtonia
inthe old stable yvard was felled innme-
diately afterthe 5t Jude's Day Storm at
the end of October 2013,

Experts told the Schoal that the
continuing pattern of falling branches
meant that it could no longer be
allowed to survive

Thetree was probahly planted armound
1863 by Robert Palmer, Tory sr for

Headmaster Michael Windsor said
at Prize Giving on 12 September
that ‘there is no-one better
qualified than Peter, a long-term
resident of Sonning, an Old Blue
and a teacher whose long career
was dedi@ted to the nurtum

of pupils at Blue Coat, to write
the School’s history.” The fully
illustrated 64-page book provides
a tascinating and very pictorial
overview of the history of the
School, from Richard Aldworths
bequestin 146 for the building
of a schoal *to teach 20 Children
of honest poore men,” tothe day
Blue Coat opened its doors to boys
in 1660, thmough various wars and
various moyes, to the thriving
Sonning-based school that it is
today. A copy of the book has been
given to all arrrent pupils. Truth
Conguers Al is aloavailable in
digital form.

Berkshire andthethen owner of
Holme Park. in honour of hiz old
boss” and former Prime Minister, the
‘Iron Duke, hero of Watedoo As with
Margaret Thatcher, his politics were
highly controversial!

The School gave some thought o
selling the timber forfurnityre making
but because itis sofowood itis most
likely to be burnt as fuel. Three pieces
af the tree were kept for use by the

Lo hool.

The giant redwood Segroiadend non
gigantenns was introduced to England
in 1853 and named “Wellingtonia®
after the recently deceased Dukeof
Wellington. Countiry estate owners
wiere keen 1o own a specimen of the
largest tree by volume in the waorld
with such an ioonic name and jumpsed
at the chance togrow it Several others
were planted in Sonningat amound the
game time. Specimens can reach up o
g5m in heightand are known tolive
forup to 3 200 years.
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MR2 race
success for
Matthew

Mattheww Palrner (2009) ks enjoy
ing a highly successful career in
sportscarracing after graduating in
Aemnautical Engineering at Brunel
Liniversity in 2013

He now has a Graduate Engineering
position at Lockbeed Martin. At Blue
Coat he raced go-karts and in 2011
started racing a car in the Millers ils
Toyota M2 Championship, which is
organized by the 750 Motor Club.
The 203 season consisted of 15 races
held at circuits including S ilverstone,
Donnington Fark, Brands Hatch and
Snetterton. Hequalified at Brands
Hatch an pole by over L5500 nds,

howevermechanical problems caused
him to retire whilst leading. even
thoughhe hadseta new laprecord for
the MRa Championship He wentan
towin both races at Pembrey in Wales
by over 1oseconds whilst setting the
fastest lapin both, carrying on with
thiz winning form at Donnington

Park whenre he set another fastest

lap After seven months of mcing,

the championship came down 1o

the final two races at Cadwell Park

in LincoInshire To win the Owverall
and Class Championship he needed
only aneighth place in one of the
races. However he wanted to win the
championghip in style! Both moes were
won and the seazon ended with eight
wing outof 15 races and 12 podinms.

Attention & nowon 204, when
Matthew needs sponsors 1o

progress into a new, higher profile
championship Faor all his latest news
e wwwematt hew-palmer.com.

| ewis Ward

Leasls, (2013) leftthe Schoolin July
when he had the greatgood fortune
to be signed forthree years asa junior
player at Reading FC He will complete
his A Levek at the Reading Acadenmy.

EARLY CAREER

Lewisstarted playing foothall at
Finewood Fo when hewas just five. His
fatherwasamaongst the coaches of what

MEWS OF OLDBLUES

became a highly successful team

[n hizlast 2eazon at Pinewood the team
won both the league and the East
Berkshire cup twice and went no
games unbeaten. He ako started 1o play
fior the East Berks County side, joining
allthe op players from the league. Ata
tournament in 2005 a Southampton e
sooui invited Lewis 1o a trial session for
the v Academy team. That year Lewis
met head goalkeeping coachat Reading
FC, 5al Bibbao, and was able to spend the
summert@aining with Reading. moving
from Southampton to play with
Reading the followingseason.Training
for under 16z was tough: three nightsa
wieek from ypm to gpm plus Saturday
marnings and matches on Sundays all
over the country. Lewisewven hada
chance to play ingoal for Arsenal.as
their keepers were injured, and saved a
penalty forthem against Reading!

PROGRESS IN 2013

Since his eary days, Lewiss playing
has gone from strength to strength,
with more and more playing
opportunities, not only for Beading
butako intemationally. In Fehmary
he was called up for the England
under 16 and played against
Germmany. Later intheyear, Lewls
had the great honour o receive the
Stewe Death Award for topacademy
goalkeeper of the seazon in April. This
was presented to him at the Reading vs
QPR first team home game in front of
20,000 people [n August 2003 Lewis
managed o secure a placein the uld
academy zide and was on standby Far
the England U7 team in Armenia. In
December 2003 he was called upto an
England ury training camp

Lewis ako enjoys swimming and
windsurfing.



NEWS OF OLD BLUES

Tom Gibbs (201 3) writes:

We feltthata gruelling 35-mile,
nine-hour long row forthis
worthwhile cause would be the
bestway for us to celebrate our
ceven years of rowing together
atSchool

After about 15 miles of hand rowing
webegan todoubt that decision.
Things worsened when a seat refused
to work propedy until Goring Lock,
some 23 mikes in, and because of our
remarkably unigue decizion todo
almost the whaole distance in fancy
dress.

Fortunately we had pleazant
conditions in which 1o mow, even if
wesuffered some of the waorst blisters
any of us had experienced. Despite
these and James Bees” almost constant
requests for a break, we pressed on.
Oir spirits were kept up at allthe
logks by suppart from parents, staff
and pupils current and former, whao
passed water and food 1o all the crews.

 JEHSTRENLE £ _ . .
,f'r . i ¥ 5 Eight hours, 45 minutes afier leaving
e b e j - Radley College the four of us finally

pulled up at the Blue Coat Boat House,
where we wene only thesecond boat
home, losing out to the first boat hack
by just five minutes.

After the final boats retumed,
everyone was treated 1o a hog roast
dinner kindly organized by Ol Blue
{and recently departed Year 8 cpach)
Jamez Boyoe Allin all, the Schoaol
raized over En,.000 with the money
being split 50-50 between the boat
club and the charity. The School has
put it share of the money towands
refurbishment of existing boats and
the purchaze of new ones.
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A big thank you to all the parenis who
helped with this event and to staff
Rob Edmandson, Jenny Coates and
Matt Crouchman { 2007] for sitting on
the zafety launches, and a big thank
you 1o Bpatman Tim Liversage for

Bewigged Old Blues bigrow S5
wg ge ues lg row Blatog with tha pks o Sirton Milord
On 15 September, 200 3 James Berger, Tom Gibbs, George And rews and
James Rees (all 201 3) took part, alo g with some 50 current puplls, ina
sporeored row from Radley College Boat Clubto RECS In ald of the

Boat Club and the Get Kids Going charity = the aim of which s to help
children with dsabilities get into s ports.
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Reunion Day success: it not on the pitch!
The Daniels Cup cricket match between the School's 15t Xl and the Old Blues X1 in June was a draw
but overall the Reunion Day was a winner.

O Saturday, 2 June, the annual Daniels Cup cricket
match was combined with a reunion tea for a lamge group
of 01d Blues. Alumni from before w55 and throughout the
1o wene invited to this years reunion, where they were
taken on a tour of the School by Blue Coat's prefects - and
were able to see the changes on the School site, poreover
photographs in the ©1d Blues Room, and enjoy a reunion
with old friends ower a special afiemoon tea in the Buttery
Tony Field {1957]. & to becongratulated for travelling from
Ottawa, Canada with his wife, Celia. just for the occazion.

Auarmi Admimetra b B arjie Thorne s th Okd Biuss
Pre sident Adam Hill {2004} and Tony Field (15957}




THE ASSOCIATION

Yopr President
WIItes...

This year it 5 a decade since |left RBLS, but somne how it
still feels as if it were cnly yesterdaythat | was astudent
| lbve and work insouthe astern Spain nows, a far ory from
the southe ast of the LI

[ still remembermy first 5panizh clazsswhilst in Year 2 in wob
inthe now demaolished Dunster building. but [ certainly never
thought then that it would lead me 1o a career abroad in the
fast-moving consumer goods { P | workd!

[ feel itisa great privilege to remain part of the School
community through the 01d Blues Association - something [
would encourage you to do also. There are 50 many eventsin
sports, the ars and general socializing that there is definitely
something for everyone.

Diary Contacts

MGM Fieading Blue Coat School
Sunday, 9 February, 11am Marjie Thome - Alumni Office
el 4 o uk
SAnnual Dinner e
Saturday, April 1 2. the Buttery B
wars readngoldblues onguk
goid Reading Ofd Blues Assodation
Sports Day Jlamies Boyoe - Secetany
Wednesday 7 May frommidday  jaboyesd00emaileom
Includireg ercuinies dhout playing
Old Blues Reunion Day i Dk Cup Fectbll & Cicket
Satunday, 28 une Audam Hill - President
——
Swving into S umime rtime 2 a
Mresiag 1 by :aud\'.‘m:lnard (BN Editar
o wiite i Long Gamders,
M_dmj::fn::e Sorring Eye, Reading RGLETR
friday. 4 lulg 2pm wwrvere adingol dlue s ong uk

Our website www.readingoldbluesorg.uk will keep you upto
date, soitis worthsigning upif you have not done so. [t only
takes a moment, and through registering you will receive

the annual newsketter. New peopleare always welocome an
the Old Blues team, 50 please do contact meorour alumni
administmtor Marjie Thome at the 5 hool.

Looking ahead to 2004, you are warmly invited 1o our acm
onFebriary 4. 2004 a5 wellas 1o the Old Blues Dinneron
Saturday 12 Aprl. Both events are at RBCs

Annual review

21213 was another bugy year in the Old Blues calendar
with plenty of evenis ingluding our annual dinner on
Saturday, 23 March in the Buttery [t was great 1o see 50
many people from different years in attendance. Special
guests for the evening were the Mayor of Reading. the
Headmaster, the three Heads of School - Oli Dandridge,
Mim Hicklin and 5 hamus Butt, and Marjie Thorne, the
Schools alumni administrator. The dinner was a great
opportunity tocatch upwith friends and my thanks goto
theOld Blues whao, year after year, give their timeto plan
and run theevening.

This year the Old Blues lost their friendly match o Blue
Coat's st Xl foothallteam on Sunday, 21 April. Given

that the School team was unbeaten all season and won
hoththeGibls Cup and the Berkshire County Cup, itis
howewver probably not that surprising!

Mew 1o the evenis calendar this year was a Hog Boast held
an Sunday 15 O tober at Blue Coat. Some 1 crews from Blue
Copatcompleted a 35-mile sponsored row on the day in aid of
the Boat House and the charity Get Kids Going.

Why notget involved?

Events like the Association’s highly successful annual
dinner take a lot o work but are incredibly wort hwhile,

=0 why not do your bit by getting involved with the Old
Blues Committee? Meetings are short and informaland ane
often followed by a drink at the Bull in Sonning! For more
information, email James Boyoe, ROBA Secretan.

TheSschools new Head of Careers, John Slack, is actively
seeking experienced professionals from all fields who might
be willing to attend the Schools annual careers event.
Please email him at jref@recs.org.uk

Thanks

Many thanks o all thase who have provided copy far this
issue. Please keep sending your news 1o dawoodward @read-
Ing.aculk Doowe have your up-to-date email address? Blarse
Lipaata it on the Ofd Blnes wabsite: wasreoreadingoldblues
orguk. Theaddress is kept private and you can be sune that
wie won't bombard you with junk mail { just the occasional
update ). Youmay alzo wish o Like” us at wiereefacebook.
com fReadingOldBlues.



