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Welcome to a new
look newsletter

From this ksue on, Ofd Blues Mews i to be published just
onoe a year. [t'sa chance tomake the newsletter easier on
the eye, with more pages, some longer articles and better
photographs. Your ideas for content are alkowelcome!

The shifi to annual publication makes it very impartant

wi have vour up-to-date email address, Ploase ppdate posr
enerd addrens on e O Blnes websiteswoeree readingold blues.
orguk. The address is kept private and you can be sure thai
wi wion't bombard vou with junk mail {just the occasional
update). We will never pass vour email address 1o a third
party: You may alsoowish to Like s at waene facebook.oom/
Rezding Cld Blues.

Thanks

Many thanks toallthecontributors who have prowided
words and images for this Bsue. Please keep sending vour
news 1o dwoodwand @resding.acuk

Diary
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Astunning new
faci htyfor the School

Guesis at the ceremony enjoved wurs of the building
including the new art ropms where Richard Ennis produced
an impressive new portrait of Richard Aldwaorth that is
nowin pride of place in the buildings entrance. The Tully
carpeted buikling incorporates many ‘environmentally
friendly lTeatures as wel omlonable pupilk’ commaon
ropm with a paved ; wking the playing fiekds.

Brian Walsh, retiring
Lhawman Dt (Joxfﬁrnorc.

ured the financial stability and strength

s the School tocontinue to developits aspimtions,
facilities and numbers.
Brian joined the Governing Body in 1484 and brought finan-
cial acumen and wisdom to his mole, while always showing a
real determination to protect the 5 ethos and edu-
cational standands. This was largely a lkegacy ol Brians own
time asa pupilat Blue Coat in the igsos. Brian attended the




Schoolon a free place as a Foundationer and hewas very
keen 1o emsure that young peopk might have the oppor-
tunity o benefit from the 5chool in the same way he had
The re-introduction of Foundation Scholarships eight vears
ago reflected this determination and there are pupils now
enjoying a Blue Coat education whose lamilies would never
hawe been able 1o afford it were it not for Brian’s vision and
determination.

Brian is a man of great modesty but his Valete in the
Aldwarthian ol 1957 marks him out as an exceprional pupil
whose achieverments inclded being Head Boy, Junior and
Senior Victor Ludorum, Captain ol st X1 foothall anda
member of the Public & peaking team [t was apt that Brians
final act as Chairman of Governors was to invite the Home
Secretary to open the Richard Aldworth Building at iis
formal openingin September. In his speech, Brian rellected
on the fact that he had attended the opening of the Dunster
Building as a pupil and the values that continue to underpin

SPONSORSHIP

ourcommunal life as a school Without doubi, the School
would never have been abletoconstruct a buikding of the
size and scope of the Richard Aldworth Building without
the sound foundations that Brian had laid down together
with previous Headmasters, Bursars and Governors,

Brian isa proud Ol Blue and served as President of

the Association in 1g8e-87. We aredelighted that he will
remain az one of our &chool Governors and that he contin-
pes o serve as a Trustee of the Reading Blue Coat School
Foundation. We thank him for hiz exceptional conribution
0 the5chool as Chairman of Governors

He is replaced as Chairman by another ©1d Blue, Peter
Bertram (1473 ). whose lather was a long-serving Headof
Mathematics at Blue Coat. Peter attended the University
ol Kent after leaving the School and trained as a Chartened
Accountant He iscurrently the Chaiman aof teo listed
companies and the non-executive chairman of a spfiware
Michael Windsor

Company.

Bone marrow victor Russell

runs a marathon

By Russell Cook

Severalyears ago | wasdiagnosed with a catastrophic bone
mnarmoie fallure, which threatened to claim mylife. The cnly
cure was a bone mamow transplant. Makeely, lwentintothe
tre atmmentwith a cheerful ‘it ke fine’ approadch.

Unfortunately all did not go to plan. | needed three bone
mamov tansplants, chemot herapy, radiotherapy. three trips
o intersive care, and [suffered fungal pneumaonia, septicae-
mia, and renal failure Plus, | hadover 350 units of blood and
platelets L was in hospital seripusly il for seven maonths,

The stresson my family was almost inolemhble, but fiends
stepped into the breach. My final transplant involwved a half
match foom my own 2on and wasonly the fifth done atthe
LUEs top transplant centre at Kings College Hospital He has
singe becomea blood donor and i on the Anthony Molan reg-
ister o save someones ¢l And now he wanis 1o be a Doctor!

On April 211am minning the London Marathon! Solam
looking for helpand sponsorshife Help,in the form of anyone
wantingto tainwith me, and sponsorshipat
ulwirginononeygiving.comd russel loook

L am mising money for The Anthony Nolan Trust and
Myekadysplastic Syndrome UK U'm theonly tmnsplant patient
runningthis vear.l have been tmining since Octoberwhen
itwas as much aslcould doto runfora minuteor two But
things havechanged, and whilst I won't break world records,

[ hope to get mund in about five hours.

Being a bone marmow donor is really easy. The Anthony Nolan
Trust i specifically lopking formenaged s 1o 30 vearsand |
woukl urgeany currentor recent past Recs pupils todo it s
Just aspit test! For more, see:

wadne anthonynolan org AWha tyou-cared o fsave-a-li e aspa.

Please visit my page and sponsorme hitp:d f'ukvinginmoney-
ghing.comfrusselloook.




Beating bowel cancer

with a book

By Tim Darvell (1984)

In April 2012 the dreaded canoer word
came Imoour famihe One minute | was
sitting wdth my meother expecting a
novmnal discharge from hospltal, and
then inthe blink of an eye curworld
wias turned upside dowen when we
wiere todd that mum had bowel cancer.

&he had been having trouble in the
hathmom and was sent to Wexham
Park Hespital for an endoscopy, and it
waz at that point we learned she had
howel cancer. Her treatment inwolwed
radiothempy and chemothempy 1o
shrink the tumour, befpre a successiul
operation to remove it was performed
in September. She is making an excel-
lent recovery, although shestill faces
an operation t emaove a Cancerous
nodule from her lung in January.

The care and attention mum received
haoth at Mount Yernon and Wexham
Park was first class, and it was while
my mother was undergoing treat-
ment that [ decided | wanted to do
something to mize funds for a cancer
charity and give something hack.
Running a business on my own
restricts what [ could do, but the idea
ofwriting a book seemed the perfect
solution. L had been a keen amateur
photogrmapher for about a year and
50 decided to write a book featuring
photos on various subjects, ideas and
technical appmaches.

Beating Bowel Cangeris a flundraksing
book featuring a collection of photo-
graphs and the stories behind them
to raize funds for the Beating Bowel
Cancercharity. All proceeds will be
donated 1o the charity.

The ebook wersion on Amazon iz only
165 of which the Eogy Learn will

be donated to the charity. It is for the
Kindle, but thereare freely available
Kindle reader apps for iFads. iFhones
andcomputers:

bt ¢ thnyu d oo td arvel |

The printed book iz available for
B 0N Amanon:
bt ¢ thinyu d ooy td areel 12

The book can also be bought from
CreateSpace for Sm.44. All physical
copies will raise Evon for the charity
washsCreatespace .com// 4 OH0TYS
The plan is to try to =11 L.000 Copies,
andafier a couple of months [ have
s0ld just 122 copies -0 1 have a long
way togo! Absolutely every penny [
eam is donated to the Beating Bowel
Cancer charity. Flease buy acopy as
wll as help spread the word 10 as
many people az possible. The mar-
keting seerms 10 bea much higger
challenge than writingthe book itself

Edward plays in St. Pauls

-

=l

Talented musician Sixth Former
Edwam] Reeve has recently heen
offered an organ scholarshipat
Cambridge. For his Gap vear he has
alzo accepted an organ scholaship at
Salisbury Cathedral and he willgive a
recital at 5t Fauls next year

Aword from
the Officers..

Roger Wiggett, Immediate Past
Fresident: In the past year e heand our
Home Secretary talk about the impor-
tance o fgood teaching envirmnments,
seen the Ok Blues again win the Daniels
Cup atiended the Malihis Serviceand
read the namesof The Fallen at the
Femembrance Service | the most moving
aspect of the mole). Howewver, the single
mist enjovable part of being President

i spending time with many other Orkd
Blues.1'm looking forwand enomaously
wtheannualdinneronMarchas as
many athers from 1ges plan toattend
Our main evening event of the calendar
never disappoints!

Adam Hill, President: Every year is
different and the last year has been

no exception! [ts been great o see the
Ol Blues involwed in so many activi-
tieg in Schooland beyond Particularly
noteworthy was the first Old Blues”
music concert held last spring. With a
fantastic line up of talented Old Blues
mugicians and public speakers of all
kinds, | hope the event is repeated
Another highlight was the opening of
the Richard Aldworth Buikling - well
waorth a look around when you get a
chance. We look forward 1o the Old
Blues Annual Dinner an Mamch 23 and
hope that you can join us!

In committee...

At the AGM members heard of Bpat
Club plans for a sponsoed mw From
Oxfond to Sonning next September.
Ol Blues may wellbe able wotake
part. Ol Blues golfers interested in
playing in a Daniels Cup match should
CONtact jabeoy e 20@agm siLeam
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Directors award for Old Blue
whose new film celebrates
the sound of murder

Described as ‘one of the maost remark:
able British moves of the pastcouple
of years, Berbedan Sound Studio ks
a psyc hological thriller setinthe

K afkaesque offices of a deazy Itallan
filn comnpany inthe 1970,

The film, whichis outon pvo,
was wiitten and directed by Peter
Lirickland, who made his leature
debutin Hungary three vears ago
with Kafalin Vierga.

We are gratelul o Peter for agreeing to
he imerviewsd atthe time ol a pres-
entation he made 1o the Reading Film
Theatre.

Herberfan Sonnd Sipdio & hacked by
the British Film Institue and follows
the well-received but very low-budget
Katadin Viorga, which was made in
Romania with the proceeds of a small
inheritance.

Vo ‘ve bee n graoded ox saping sl File
frars the potentind fo bime pEnds - fomiee.
115 i spall” and poid Ve Ksted ponir early
ir e pces o Dandd Lprele's Eraserheadd
WAl e s ey S s T

Mo klea. | was watching films like
Cocktail priortothatand [ guess the

sudden epiphany issimilar 1o what
many ol us feel when wediscower
something other than English food
You kindol put up with whats in front
al vou, but havea hunch that thene
might be something more reward-
ing out there and indeed there is

Err s mad came along and it blew my
mind, making the mainstream films

[ had seen prior o that irrelevant.
There was such an intense feeling of
otherness withthat film and it paved
the way for anything else which had
asimilar resonance. But saying that,
once vou start making films that are
marginal {for want of a better word),
Yol starn 1o c@ve entertainment again.
Only recently [ found Toould make
peacewith my younger sell and enjoy
allthose “Bos mainstream films [ dis-
carded. But not Covkiied.

Himg o poss rerrenmbar posiriinte af RECE
Rk e i SR fone iR i e fRome
the saod ?

L remember good times and had times,
as with anything. L keep in touch with
four friends from my year: the same
number of friends [ had when | was at
the schoal. One ol them, Justin Turner

cantstand the music and films 'm
into, which & probably why wegeton
s0owell.

When d il pou first decide pond fie fa
Rtk fines a e e Balinies pan e ?
Hog it s bagin and fang does i ik
1 e frderass S0 e pers e fad e sie
Rt ding?

June gl during Gose exams. | was an
atrocious daydreamer during exams,
solthought Lbetterfind a job whene
Leould turn that o my advantage. [t
topk 20 vears o pull itoff and it was

a matter of practising and practising,
making mistakes, etc.{duite a hitol
had luck formany years. but aleo a lot
of good luck recently.

[ made short films on Super 8 and
sxmm, but now its much cheaper
with digital technology, 5o theres no
exf use 1o idle around In vpes, L staned
a hand with Colin Fleicher { whao lefi
Blue Coat in w3 [think) asa cheaper
way ol trying out varows Alm ideas.
Thezound waork that Alan Splet was
doing on Eraserfiesd fed into some of
the pesipne conerdte ideas that people
such as Lug Ferrari or lanniz ¥enakis
wergexploring. ts a whole word that
[ find fascinating and Serberian Sonrd
Atndiowas an attempt w0 formulate
some of those ideas. Caolin contrib-
uted some devastating feedback and
tape delay efecis Tor Berderian Sonnd
Atpaio, 20 wou have three Old Blues
lurking away in that film.

M sehads do s ffiefend to foster

T A

Ldon't know how it is now. 1 hawe
no way of knowing,. but Lthink they



should foster not only creativity, but alko a general under-
standing of the arts, not only for career opportunities, but
just as importantly, for giving students the capacity todigest
the waorld around them with different eyes and ears. We all
know whereignomnee leads. A diverse cultural education i
paramount whether you're going to use itor not

Congrairdation s on be g aeirrded Be st Director af the Briffsh
Indepe adent Filne Awarads. Do pon feal optineisil abant the
prospacts for independent cine e 0 Britain?

[ think these things come in waves. We had some truly
singularfilmmakers such as Peter Greenaway and Derek
Jarman during the “Bos, but most of the o wereatrocious
for me with all these ex-public schoolboys slumming itwith

Oliver hits GQ

Some nine paintings by Oliver Perry (1992) have recent by

been featured Inanelkght-man Mew York exhibition
{tinyurl_comdallipl called "Confluence”which 1ssulsequently 1o
tour e Tndla, Chinaand Japan. &¢Q Magagre plcked up on the
publicloy and In Marchwill feature his work in a

feature on emerging British contemporary anists and
cutting edge galleries.

Find outmare abog Olivers work ar wasrecolllepernyoom

RIGHT The anasition afparposefid cantradiction
40 = 30° [for sale)

their wideboy gangster films. Very undignified. Howewver,
the British film ¢limate has become exciting again - Steve
MeQueen, Joanna Hogg. Andrea Amol, Ben Wheatley

and others. These aredirectors who areable to distinguish
between Fassbender and Fassbhinder. That kind of thing does
help. Tdont know how long this period will last for, but itsa
great time to be waorking and 1 feel very OK about it saying
that, it not all beer and skittles and its much wugher to
financially get by than people think [livein Hungary to
awoid the extortionate rents in the UK.

Will the good times last? Mo idea Most directors belly flopat
some paint s all part of the flm life cycleand it's inevita-
hle that [ will belly flop too, but hopefully spectaculady.

Hirs bae office reflected the films warm critfeal recepiion ?
Mo And as expected

Yo are part-Gree k. Does s fe ritage inflience pon work ?
Mestly no. 1t just inflyences my timekeeping. But saying
that, I am working on something a little bit Greek at the
moment. Too early to say what will happen, but there waon't
be any bouzoukiz orl ME haddies.

¥ousaere now working on posr thivd fiiee The Duke of Burgundy,
el st e sadd £ o singele dove stary’ - will it really be that
seraigphformeerd ? Wihen will the filne be released?

[t iz a simple love story. Well go [relatively | nice and easy this
time Ben Wheatley, Amy Jump, Andy Starke and Pete Tombs
{who were behind Sigheseers) are producing. | can't wait to
start. Depending on cast availability, weshould be ready to go
this year,which means it’ll be outin 2m4, bui don’t take my
waord for it. 1ts such an unpredictable business




News of
Old Blues

Duncan Adams (pge5) workedfirst

In property then the halrworkl. He
emigratedto Durban, South Africain
174 where he hadhisown busines
untll ms s when he became a Technical
Consulantand Manager for wella.

Ben Askinisnow working in imvestiment
banking inthe Cityof London and was
spotted in the kitef Curew Rowing Chaly,
somsething ofa rarty asfar upriver as
Henley Regatta, where Maurice Sheen's
striped blazersignified the presence of
the Roval Legktical Corps.

Sam Attias (2o will read Engineering
atMagdalen College, Oxford

D avid Baldhwin {rp82) studied Physlolegy
atSheffield, becoming ateacherat
Bingham Acadeny, an ST M mission
schigal in Bt hlgpla where his fourchil-
drenwerne students. Afrer marrying he
studiedfor a divinity degree at Belfast
Bibde College toprepare for teach-

ing Theolxgy in Ethiopla again Mow
employved as Internatlonal Outreach
Waorkerwlth hiswlifear Carey Baptist
Church, Reading. where they help the
churchengage with people from other
nathnalitles {The mimber of different
languagesspoken in Readings primary
schoplsisaround s0).

Ml es Barton (1984) was producer and
director of Atferbomagh: G0 pears in the
wifd. which reviewed the natumalists
lomg caneer.

M ark Bayliss (1975) works for Care
UK & Head of Projects and Racllitles

Managemsent, Bealthcare A father of
four, be lves in Derbyshire.

Kristian Branum-Burns{2006) recenthy
completedhls Mastersar LSE and 15 now
working for Rethechildasan Tivestient
Banking Analysi.

Adarm Butler{2012) willbe reading
English at Camnbridge from 2014,

Aol rewws Chaplin vpeg ) directed BRC-25
Chlardie Broaker’s 2012 Wipeon Mew Year's
Dy, which teok a satirkcal kepk ar the
previous welve mont hs.

John Chapman {53) s retired and
living in Lowdhan, Mottingham

Stephen Bonmy (1) 1sa Consuliant
Physiclan inGeneral Medicine.

Ben Collins (g4 ) hasbravely taken up
primary school teaching in Suffelkafrer
leaving the legal profession.

At homy Cooke (53] B happlly retired
and living in Cambridge. Marmied 1o
Wendywith 2daughrers and in touch
with Geoff Reynokis {156).

Canry Crouchman {2005) marrled
Christina Lueddeke inthe quaint village
churchin thelrvillage Dibden Purlieu,
in the Mew Forest. The ceremsny was
follwed bya diamond andpearls
themed wedding reception at Bartley
Leosdge Haotel. The day wasshared with
meany famihy membersand ¢hose friends
{inc luding many Old Blues). Thelr
heneymeon In LasVegas, Los Angeles
and Hawall was more than sufficken
recuperat len afver mon ths of stresstul
wedding planning!

M att Crouc hman { 2007) teaches PE
and Pswchologyat the School and has
become engaged 1o Katle Laverick

Tirn Darvel | {$84.) has been runmning
the family packaging materials busi-
ness in Makdenheadand Medmenham
slnce his father died In 2009, The firm
supplied the School with hlack bin lners
foranumber of vears! At the age of 40
he wasawarded afirstclassdegree in
Computing afrer muich part-time study.
He has playved fopothall and cricket for
the Ol Bhaes for many years and much
enjoyslongstanding friendships dating
hack o his Schosal vears. On py he
describes a bookof photographs he has
puttegether o ralse funds o research
Irtoa cure for howel canoer.

Alan D avies {1ghg) 15 married with four
children. He retlred from the wine trade

10 Pembrokeshive in June 2o12.

Micolas Davies (199 graduated in
Historyof ArtatManc hester Unhversity
in 2003 andis nunning withabusiness
partner asucoesstul film, video and
misk reconding connpany.

Joshua Dean (2012) will be reading
Frenchand Beginners” tallanat Dxford
frpm Seprember.

Justin Dear | 2000) 15 Tac kot rom a
sucoessful study year In Hanower as part
of his Bristol University degree course
and hasheen imdted toconsder post-
graduate workin Mat hematicsat Bristol.

NEWSOFOLD BLUES

Geonge Evans{wgs) Bormer Head of the
School visited the School recently after
his daughter and son-in-law arranged a
surprise trip to markhisBoth birhday.

Matthew Gardner {1984 Innm igrated
tothe U5 In 1ggzand Hwves In Seattle
runninganeconomiccomsultancy firm.

Mike Golding OBE {177) was amaong the
fromt runners for the sixth time in the
eple round-the-workd solosailing race
the Vendée Globe, expecting 1o return
1o Les Sables dOlnne, France, In early
February 2003 Hiscompatriondlex
Thompson came In thind.

lames Gregory (2008 Isgraduat-

i g fromm Kutztown University in
Pennsylvanla nextsemester— and
apparently playinga kot of rughythere.
Jonathan Haynes {2002) still treading
the bpards up and down the countryand
living in Lenden, and Istobe married on
April 20 1o Amanda-Tane Short

Echaand Hicks {2000) wasawarded a
First Class Honours degree in History

at stAnne’sCollege, Dxfordand is
currently doing postgraduate study on
Spencer Petceval, the only Britsh Prime
Minister tohave heen assasinated.

Rex Howdett{ws7) worked asa tele-
phene engineer in Reading. Bristol and
Weston-super-Mare. Then ran a jewel-
lerybusinesswith hiswife Joyweuntl
he retimed In 2005,

John Kingston (1953) hasretired 1o
Pangbourne from his dairy machinery
business and keeps up hisinterestsin
golf and cricket

Rupert lrons{men), servingasa
commander inthe Roval Mavy seconded

tothe Pentagon in Washington, became
the proud father of Chatliein June 2002

Mick Kerrdge {1 15 analdine pllst
and due 1o be married in 1he st mer.

Andrew Knee- Roblinson {g84) has keft
the armyandis now working full-time
as physlotheraplst with the Btlsh inter-
natienal rowing squad, training enthe
Redgrave-Finsent rowing lake a matter
ofa few hindred yvards from the School
Beathouse.



NEWS OF OLD BLUES

Simon Langler {84 jolned the Roval
Wavy{ Heet Alr Arm) and tralnedas a
pillot. Joined Thames Valley Police for
14 years, guarding the Roval Bmily
and ather vir's. He then movedinto

The Force’s underwater seawhunit asa
diver, emigrating 1o Canada where he is
now a Police Officer based just ourside
Torgmme Currently the rescue swimmer
for the Forces Marine unit covering Lake
Ontarip. Andhe used 1o duck eur ofall
the swimming classesat Scheol and
couldn’t swim a stroke! He alio teaches
waorkshops, feeling he has mch for
which mothank hiseducarion.

=l

EllieMann {2012) istaking enthe chal-
lenge ofcHmibing Mount Kilimanjans
In ald gfthe child bereavement charity,
Dalsys Dream Inadd it lon, her first
fundraising initative Is abungee jump
In Maldenhead in Februar: f you
wiold ke 1o sponser Ellle please see:
sussaLv gl nmeoney glvin g oom teaimd
KiliReading She wrltes:

“The team inchudes Mike Richards and
Marc Elvers {20121 We have declded

o ralse money for DalsysDream in
particularbecause we have allgrown
upinReadingandwe feel it isabout
time that we gave back tothe commu-
nity. Dalsy's Dream wasan easycholoe
hecause it works splely Inthe Berkshire
area helping children deal with bereave-
ment. The ¢ harlty had helped puplls
within the Schasol.

Tam looking forward o seeing Africa
frogmn adiflerent perspect el and M ike
Rkhards have familyconnec thons, so
seeing itfrom the op will really bean
experience Asa team we look forwand 1o
supporting each other up the mountain
and coming back with the ability 1o say
“we'vedone It

‘Tthink that gne of the greatest chal-
lengeswe will face Is the altitude sick-
ness. Reseanch suggests that teenagers
are mare prone 1o thisthan thelrelders.
“The team are veryact ively trainingwith
the majoriy playing hockey week Iy for
Reading Hockey Chub. We also hope to

o a practloe expeditlon hefore we leave,
however thisde pendsent rely on funds
and sporsorship

There are many ways 1o SUPPOTT Us,
elther by donating at wwwvirginmeon-
eyq hving comd TeamKiliReading or
by liking/following our Facehook and
Twitter pages{giteam_kiliL’

David George Melmse{1g68] 15 an
Operatlons Direcior of Rlvalminster,
whichoperates hotels and apartmeents
Incentral London.

Julian Morrs{1g78) I Chief Execur e
of Ecomomnic Development on 51 Helena
He has also salledround the world,
and spenttime on Tristan Da Cunha,
working with the population in devel-
oping thelr sustainable devel oprment
plar From March 2003 to October
2006 Jullan was General Manager of
the Falldand Islands Developmme it
Corporation. During histine in the
Islands he was deeply Invohqedin the
msdernisation of government. He also
ow e afarm in Morth Yorkshire

Abkoworking on 5t Helenals Robert
W iclwa riter {1982), who Iz Managing
Director ofthe 51 Helena Development

Agency.

Danlel OB rien | 2002) left Schopl for the
UsA where he has signed for American
Football team Orlando Chryafrerbeing
antral. He wrote that “the heatout here
makes it unbearable to play at times. He
tried for the team as the kicker. Turns
gl am the bestthey have ever had -
pethapsT have missed my calling? He
Isnow enjoy ing driving and the frisson
created by his English accent.

Jarnes Parrott (2000 s now at Camd Iff
University reading Fhiksophy.

David Reynolds (2001) iswerking in
Singapore as Investment Direc ton
Partner for an Independent Private
Wealth firm, specialising in offshone
Imvestiments forexpatriates. Married
InBallilnzonrandplanstoremalinin
Singapore for the medium term.

Rachel Robinson {2000) isstudying fora
degree in Anclent and Medieval History

at Birmingham Her sister Ellie {2005)
worksasa tax advisor for Deloltte. She
s slster o Lauren (2003) who married
Old Blue Andy Stevens{2003)in the
SUTMIMET

Tom Rosenthal (2006) willagain be
starringina furumeeplsode of the

comedy serles Plebs” He ap peared
recerily in Friday NightDinner.

Richard Savnders (85) smamledwith
twe daughtersand living In Charvil.
Heworks in PR at Microsoft: " Toomuch
welght, blood pressure and cholesterol,
not engugh hair?

o iy
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Marcus Shah {zo06) became a fither
when hiswife Lucywas dellvered of
their firsthaly, Joshua, on 29 Tuly, 2002,

Robert Slatter (162) after 32 vears

in Bulawaye, Zimbabwe, isnow in
Jehannesburg, South Africa.

Danlel Schofleld and Danlel Kedr {2012
were awarded the David Pearson
Memorlal Travel Award {2002) and
enjoyeda successtul study tourof Lags,
which Included visits 10 several remote
dareas

Richard Sheen {185) Ismaking a good
recovery from aserlousbike accldent,
which he suffered near his place ofwork
in the Clryof London recert by.

falcol mSmalley (1952) atter Matkonal
Service trained for the BaptstMinistry
at Bristol. Worked asa priest in
Cambridgshire, Sale| Manchester),
Srafiord and Wells (SomerserL



Michael Smith (1g68] isa proud grand-
father living and work in Kert where he
lowves fast carsand bikes.

Andrew Stevens (2003 ) married

Lauren Robinson {200%) en 2g9July
2002 at Lillibroke Manor. I n attendanoe
were Old Bhue contempaoraries Maddy
Wilkinson andRachel Ferguson {Malds
of Hongur), James Cox {Best Man) and
ushers Ben lones, Nick Gilmer and Ed
Pennington. Andrew & now pracrising
as an auditor. Lavren isa primary s¢ hosol
teacher. Congratulations to all.

Roger Stewsand () returned 1o 5euth
Africaat the beginning of 2008 with his
wife Bev and som Plersand Is work ing for
[BM In Cape Town.Previoushy he Hved
in Edinburgh for i vears. Hasrecently
heenintouchwith Peter TayloTand
Jeremy Rudd

Charles Wikl {2008 has completed his
studiesarCambridge and hasbegun
postgraduate work atthe School of
Orlental and African Studies in Lonidomn.

Stefan Weger (2002) Isnow studying
Py hology with Cognitive Neuresclence
at the Unheersity of Lelcester.

Migel Wicks (1gga) and his wife Jo are
delightedtoreport the birthoftheir
daughter, Lily, on 12th Derober 2012,
Maore detalls on aw ixgbrinternet .oom.

Dravld Willks {200 3) 158 Custonser
Service Teamn ManageratHalfordsin

the Midlandsand proudfather of Luke
JamesWillls, born 1o Ly netoe on 13
Augustwelghing 8 pounds .

RodWishart {197 3) s now living in Kent.
Seml retired. Primary Income derved
fromm a mld-sized propety portfolio Still
enjoving playing fsothallonaregular
basis.

Duncan Young (k3] a designer and
profesional photographer, visitedthe
S¢honl on his wayback 1o Auckland,
Mew Zealand following a visit 1o the
UK in December. With superh timing,
he jolnedthe 5chool for ks raditional
Christmas unch en raste 1 Heat hnow
and wasstaggered by the changes at
Halme Park since hislast vish over 2o

years ago.

Past staff

Staffleavingin 2m3zinclude Sally
Lambert (Head of Year7) and Sheila
Alams (Heads of Maths) who are
retiring. and Will Statham (Biology)
who will be joining Luke Waltersat
Marlborough College in Malaysia.

AformerteacherofCrafiDesign
Technology John 'Bob’ Helliwell {2005)
iz much enjoying his retirement.

The School’slonges t-serving grounds-
man Tim Moseley retirted in July 2012
He joined Recs in thelong hot summer
af W A preseniation wasmade at the
end-of-term staff luncheonin July. He
was a familiarand popular member of
the Maintenanoe team.

Farmer Head of 5ixth Farm Toby

Mutt {200 ) became the firstever
Headmasterofa century-old girls” day
and boardi ng schoolcalled Stonar,
nea rMelkshamafier six yearsof
teaching at that school. Before joining
Stonar, Toby worked forthe Tanglin
Trigt&school in&ingapore, a leading
international schoaol.

In memoriam

Colin Brown

A formerHead Boy, Brigadier { Ret'd)
Colin Brown {(1454) died peacefully
at home surmundsd by his family on
1 August, 2m2, aged 74 Husband of
Heather, adored father, father-in-law.
A formercolleague wrote: “The best
commanding officer [ have served
under... will always be remembered
fior the way he installed a professional
ethos throughout the Regiment.”

wiell-remembered for his sports
prowess, Colin once recalled shedding
a ngstalgic tear forhis time at School
after hearing a radio sports commen-
tary by former Games and Latin
master Maurice Bddelston Atthat
time, Colin was many miles from
home in the jungle where, during the
Burmese War, hehad been seconded
1o serve with the Ghurkas.

Anthony Davies

We report with sadness the death
on 22 June, 2012 of AnthonyChares
Daviesaged 4.

Tony Davies came w0 Blue Coat in wag
and was the first Houwsemaster at Holme
Fark.He taught Mathsand science and
whilst at the 5choolhe met Mism 5 E
Pougher who was the assistant matron/
housekeeper and who was known toall
the boys as Fuff.

They were married at 5t Andrew’s
chunch in Sonning on 2 August, 1444
[ was school organist and played at
their wedding. At theend of that
summer term otherboys had known
that spmething was ‘up’ because the
wedding march was a daily feature of
my organ practice!

When Puff died insggg, Tony wanted
to make a gift in her memaory and
decided on a donation 1o be invested
and to produce an income that wound
suppart the School in some way. The
annual income is used to purchase
Maths and Science resournces for the
School Library. The Davies/ Pougher
Fund continues to beadministered
by the Reading Old Blues Association
Charitable Trust and the income is
now snme £ 300+ per anmnium.

Tony requested that donations in his
memary be given to his Fundand so

il any Old Blue who knew Tony and
Puffwould wizh to make a contribu-
tipn please make yvour cheque payahle
to Reading Old Blues Association
Charitable Trust and send it to

R E Faulkner. & Lancaster Close,
Allcroft Bpad, Reading rGr sHE The
Trust is a Registered Charity and so
under Gift Aidyour donation will be
even maore valuahle. RobertFaulkner

NEWSOFOLD BLUES



NEWS OF OLD BLUES

David Carter (1980)

Dav i E Carter traglcally died on 26
August, zoi2inTreland The news deeply
shocked and saddened those ofuswho
remember him as a School pupl] for
seven years. During the late w705, he
and a group of friends would come over
and tackle avarkety of jphswith cheerful
tenac ity around the Groundsduring
successive summer holldays. when
5¢hool finances were hand pressed and
regular groundsmen were difficul o
find, our team of estate workers” drawn
from senlor classes offered itvalua-
bleassistance with clearing. #lling
small trees, planting new shruls and
evenrestoringa neglected rose garden
hehind 5c haal House I not all the tasks
corformed 1o tedays rigorous health
and safety requirements, much funwas
hadand mueh was accom plished ina
relativelyshort e Some attract ve
features of the original Victorian garden
began o live again.

Motsurprisingly, David's love of the
outdeors prompred a growing interest in
many environmental and soclal lssues,
and at 16 his thinking was probably way
ahead of the rest of ws. A keen owclist,
sallor, swimmerand canoelst, David was
alsoatalented musiclan with a passion
for jazz whoplayed the trumpet, guitar
and harmonica. Afrer leaving School in
1980, he tooka degree In Geolegyand
Geegraphy at Exeter University where
he discovered even wideroutlers forhks
Interests. Kindand most genenous by
nature withan intuitve understanding
of the needs of others, Daviddecided 1o
take up soclal waork in the Republicof
[eland some vears later. Many of his
responsfbdlities irvalwed the delivery of
coursesinwopd turning. stone carving,
and the creative arsandin 2060 he was
appointed project manager of adevelop-
ment programme in normhern County
Tipperarythrough which many were
able to rebuild their Ivesand findlonger
term em phyy ment. He leaveshehind a
wifeand twogrown up sons, tow hom
weex tend our symipathy PR

Ray Fullbrook (1947)

We record with sadne s the deathof
Ray Fullbrook, a long-serdng former
Secretary of the Old Blues Committes
who died in June ata hospice in
Reading afterlosing a battle with

lewu kaennla

[nadditlon 1o hisimalvementwith
the Asseclation, Raywas akng-stand-
ing member of several kecal musical
socletles, whichsang beautifullyatihe
fiuneral where a trilome wasde ivered
by Mick Sineyw A trilnme on Woodley
LightDpera Socletyswebsite reconds
that “those w ho worked with him have
fond memaeries of him - avery happy
and easygoing person with a greatsense
of hymer Our sy mpathies tohis wife
Thelma and wider famih.

Richard Holmes (1964)

Died suddenlyin June 2012 at his
home in Roddbourne, Hammpshilne.

Afterleaving recs, he workedin
Mewburyas atrainee manager for
wWipnlworths. Tn w8 be moved
toLonden where he worked

fora mimber of finandalinstmtons
Including The Country Gentlemens’
Assoclation, Rothschildsand

Friends Provident. During this time he
studied extensivelyto gain his banking
qualificarions and became a member of
the Assoclate Institute of Banking. He
wentinto senm - retireme ot 11 199050 he
cou ki spend more tHme with his family
and loeok after hislarge garden. For a
number of vears he enjoyed woluntary
waork asaguide atSalisbury Cathedral.
It was only In March this vearthat

he retumed o the school for the first
time, tegether with hiscontemporar-
les Bob Bartlett (163 ) and Chrstopher
Grigsby{1964). He was amazed by the
changesthat have been made He kaves
a wife, Adele, andrwo daughrers, Flona
and Jennifer, along with three grand-
children.The funeral washeld on June
2g In Rockbourne and atrended by gnaer
a hundred, such was Richardsstanding
in the kscal communiiy

Vince Sudlow

Old Blue Vincent Sudlow died sud-
denly in Wales on August 14, 2012,
aged T8 years.

Much loved partner of Shella. A frer

militaryservice, Vince had many wears”
experience insales and marketing of
plastics for the avlation Industrye The

Ghucestershire Branch of the Grenadier
Guards Asoclation provided a guard

of honour atthe funeral. Vince was an
honomary Ok Blue, having been both a
pament andGovernar atihe Schoal. He
organted a mumber of well-remem-
beredfundraising Guards concerts,
appeating on stage very mich larger
than life in full regimental uniform,
inclhuding abushy

Daniels Cup
football

G Migel lacksan {2009

RE: Durstan Tough { s}
CE: Matt Aunddrews (2011)

CE: Matt Crauchman {c} {000}
LE: Janny Bedl { 007}

RN 5 am Wareham { S00i0)
CIM: T M 2oz ynski (200E)
CM: Sam Griffiths (20007)

Liv: Cirris Fajer | 200 )

AT Rass Meddam (2010)

5T: Ben bones { D05}

Oin a gorgecus Sund ay moming Old
Bluessoooer players reunited, with
trophyinhand, to unleash avast array
of talent on the football field.

Although theyspanned acrossa decade
of leavers’year grou s, the whaole squad
had one common goal: vicrory Upon
arrival, we were quick to learnafthe
intimidating rumours flying around the
s honl that the current 151 X1 were ane of
the best the "‘Gaffer” {Derek Cotirell ) had

seen for awhile.

Thefirsthalfof the game proved to e
adog fight, with both the DM Blues
and School maintaining a good deal

of possession in midfield I failing ro
create chances on goal. The combina-
tlon af Griffithsand Moszczynskiinthe
mulddle of the park was a real force 1o be
reckoned with, andit was from those
twao players that the Ol Blues stnck
gold Inthe commentarystyle of Alan
Fartridge, Sam Griffiths had a boot ke
atractionengine.

As the secondhalfgot underway, fatigue
et i A quick set plece fromn 1he 5S¢ hoal
oursmared the Old Bhues and they tled
the game at -1 From that moment

an, the School were persistent inthelr
artac ks, Ian vallantdefend ing from
Matt Andrewsand Jonny Bell keptthem
away from gurgoal . Final score 1-1,

Old Blues retaln the trophy - mission
apcomiplished



Keith Durbidge (1939)
DFC.DFM., airman

By Alison Shaw

Pllotwhoowercame air sickne s

t0 become a war reconnaksanoe
photographer. Bom 1 June, 19210n
Caversham, Reading died 2 May, 2011
in Nalm, aged 849,

Azanovice airman, Kelth Durbidge had
alessthanauspiclousstartto his flying
career. Wheneveryiraining flight made
hinn physkcallysick, e feared he night
it hanee what it woukd take 1o malke 11
asanmAaF pllot.Allthe more remarka-
hle the nthat be we nton notonly 1o be
decorated for his courage, unarmedin
the skies, In face of the ¢ ne my butalso
1o prolisce some of 1 he fine st reconna ls-
sance photegraphsofthe Second Workd
War and 1o inspire ge nerations of pils
w it h his infectiousenthusiazm for lying.

Hiswasthe splini thate ploom sed
ihe determination and derring-do of
Britaln's young wartime al roeen.

Asaboy e wasalready fascinated by
speeding transpor, running from school
every aftemonn wstandon the rallway
bridge intime tocatch the Chelienham
Flyer hurtle below him at Bomph at
y-aypm. When his fat hertooka jobon
Lhe railways in Migeria in 030, he went
1o Reading Blue Coat 5chool asa day boy,
becoming a boarderthere the fallow-
ing vearwhen his mothe rfollowed her
hushand 1o Africa.

A pupil-teacher at RECS

And atthe age of 15 he was take non by
the head masterasa pupll-teacherin
return, e rece ved full boardand lodg-
ing and E2 poc ket money each monih
When warbroke out, while e was stud-
ying 1o go o university, his dutles were
extended o include fire-watchingandalir
rakl precaut lons

He was 1w hen he weniio Reading
Liniversity [n sgo tostudy sclence. He
Joinedihe AlrTraining Squadron in w4
andatthe endof hisfirstunhversityyear
he applied 1o joln the raFforaln ew
training.

With his firstflight, on 3 November, w41,
began the despairof suffering airsick-
ness. Rotone 1oglve ineasily howe ver,
he managed toovercone the nausea and,
takingoff on Stearmans, BT 155 (Vultee
YVallent) and AT6 Harvards, e finally
accumu lated his w87 hours dual soky and
nightflying. earnedhiswingsand was
promoted o sergeant.

Returning toBritaln, he staned his
phetegraphk reconnalssance carger
more by accldeniihan design He started

L

hiscareeral RAF Frazerburgh on a
Supermaring Spitfire, camouflaged 1o
dodpe the German airerafi.

The PRSpitfires carried nogunsbut
we e fittedw it h internal and external
Fuel tanks, allowing the m 1o powe raway
from danger. Theyalso had a mnge of
1,750 milesbutwith no pilot rellef tube
andsortiesofien lasting five hours, the
fllers had 1o de velop exireme hladder
contral

He kefifor Malta in ®g2, joining 69
Squadmn. His key tasks we me 1o mon itor
and phategraph all the e nemys land,
seaand alr forces, especlally In Morth
Afrkaand toget coverage of the three
mualn [tallan naval basesat Taranto,
Waples and Messina, wheneveranallled
cormvy wasdue tose off fromGibratar
arAlexanda.

Preparing for imvasian

Durbridge was i nvolved in pre-invasion
reconnaksance of landing beachesin
Shcily Inwgy and that Febniarywas
awanded the D Etnguished Flying Medal.
Seon after be wascommissioned as a
pllotafficer.

By this timee be had: survived a couple
of atte mpts at sabotage; been strafed
overnight inthe desen while his plane
was awalt ing repalr; spotted more than
100 Junke s Juga iy m Ge mian transport
planesonanalrileld at Naples and real-
Iwed that the Germans wene 1ry ing 1o
supply Romme | by alrassea e florts had
falledl Subsequently, al most all 1 e trans-
part planes were destroved by fighters
from Mala

Onong aocasion, having had wland in
Bone in Algeriabecause the re was some-
thing wrongwith his plane, andsurviv-
ing with hiscolleagues in Malta on very
meagre rations, he went out and boug ht
as many erangesas he could cram ino
bl Spitfire for the retum joumey.

W ith the war in Morth Africa owver,

he was posted back tothe UK asa PR
ying instructorat Lulsgate Botiom
in Somee rsetand then e Dyee, 1o train

pilots, before going 1o RaF Benson, flying
aver Rorway and France and leoking for
viandvasites. He jolned 542 5pitfire PR
Squadron in 1944 lving MEX and Mk X1

Spitfires, andlater the powerful Grifion-
engined Mk .

When hew as se i teassess bomb damage
inthe Ruhirfollowing an mar mid, be had
Just taken his photographs andurned
for home whe n he saw a vastarmada of
planes coming towards him The 50 US
Foriresses, escorted by Mistangs, didn
recognize him asan ally and he was
attacked Thanks ot he Griffon engine he
was able toclimeh quic kly away tosakeiy.

Onanothe roccasion, he avolded being
bilown up by a Messe rschonndt mocket by
Just s seconds by fly ing into cloud and
circling on irstruments unt il e est -
mate d the enenvy were out af fuel.

In Hitler's bunker

Atthe endof the war, he was sent 1o

Be rlin 1o My diosc unnent 5 bac k1o Chine hill
andentered Hitlersbunker. bringing
home two of hiscrystal glasses.

His i mense sk il15 we re recognised
in Manrch 1945 when he recelved the
Distinguihed Hying Cross from King
George VL

The follow ing month he marded his
wifie Buntyand after the war he bhecame
an instructor forthe Migerian Alr Force
andlaterthe Highland Aem Clubin
Inverness, where his stode ms Inclhuded
Fink Floyd's lead singer, Dave Gl mour.

AHighland AeroClub trophy for
aerebatic skilk and o her flying skills
B namedand awarbedannuallyin
Durbidges honour

Relaxed, modest, amusing and¢harm-
ing 1o a Bl e was greatly ad mired for
hizexplais In the sky bath | nowarti me
andincivilian life. He was widowed
lastyearandissurvived by hischil-

dre nSheila, Chrisand Mooy and four
grandchildren.

Re printed from The Scafsmar with
permission.
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Public recognition for School's
talented arast teacher Richard Ennis

From the westside to
aright royal portralt

rch LK |:
& painting of Holme I':||-

He fell in love with the view when hefirst came 1o Sonning
for interview, and realising that it had perhaps never been
painted before, worked hardon this canvas which captures
the feelola sunny summers afternoon at the Schoaol.
Richard hopes 1o make available both reproductions on
canwvas and prints at Az and A4 size More information from
RME@rbcsorg. uk

Another ol his recent works is this fine portrait of Her
Majesty the Queen, which onlisted in a national
competition run by the Suady Mail




